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Gracie Fields Theatre,  
Oulder Hill Leisure Complex,  
Hudsons Walk,  
Rochdale, 
Lancashire OL11 5EF  

 

Administration:   Nikki Jackson - Theatre Manager  

     E: nikki@graciefieldstheatre.com   
     T: 01706 716689  

 
Technical:    James Lyon - Technical Liaison 

     E: technical@graciefieldstheatre.com  

 
 
 

Directions & Access:  
Please do not use the postcode in a sat-nav as this will direct you through a housing estate to a locked gate, instead 
ǳǎŜ ΨIǳŘǎƻƴǎ ²ŀƭƪΩΦ 
   
Gracie Fields Theatre is approximately 2 miles from the M62. Leave the M62 at junction 20 then, at the roundabout 
take the 3rd exit onto the A627 (M) sign posted Rochdale. Following signs for Rochdale turn left onto A664. At the  
traffic lights get into the Blackburn lane and continue forwards onto Sandy Lane. Turn left on to Hudsons walk, the 
theatre is located in the complex at the end of the road.  
     
The loading bay is to the right of the theatre, opposite Oulder Hill Leisure Complex reception,  this is 1.16M from 
ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ Ψ5ŜƭƛǾŜǊƛŜǎ нΩ Φ LŦ ŀ ǊŀƳǇ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŜǇ-less access to the stage via 
a rear fire escape. There is ample parking for up to 3 rigid lorries (after unloading) and power can be arranged in  
advance for buses.  

 
Studio Theatre:  
The studio theatre is a raked auditorium with a flexible removable seating arrangement and a soft proscenium formed 
by black tabs and a border. The sound and lighting positions can be accommodated either at the back of the studio 
auditorium, or Stage Right. There is the capability of a full FOH lighting grid, along with the on stage bars (as with the 
main auditorium). 
 

Theatre:  
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ суу Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŀƪŜŘ ŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳ ǘƻ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ΨŜƴŘ ƻƴΩ ǎǘŀƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǎŎŜƴƛǳƳ ƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
curtain; however a soft proscenium is formed using a boarder and house tabs. There is an orchestra pit in the main 
auditorium, this does not encroach on the seating and has space to hold no more than 10 musicians (including  
percussion)  

 

Dressing Rooms:  
There are two dressing rooms which hold a maximum of 10 people, these have mirrors, power, hand basins and toilets. 
For larger casts, additional facilities can be provided with advance notice through our leisure centre using the gym, 
squash courts or dance studios (up to 500 cast members). There are showers available however these are shared  
facilities with the leisure centre patrons so are not private.  

 
Laundry Facilities:  
There are no laundry facilities available however an iron and ironing board can be provided.  

Technical Information  

General Information  
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For a standard hire or event up to 3 crew are provided for 6 hours each (or 18 man hours). This time includes any  
requested pre-rigging, focusing, plotting, get-out/get in and returning the lighting rig to the generic wash state.  
If additional crew such as follow spot operators or fly crew are required then this must be discussed at least 6 weeks in 
advance to ensure availability.  
 

Power:  
1 x 63A single Ø ceeform Upstage Left  
1 x 63A Three Ø ceeform Upstage Left Lighting Balcony (Please note the theatre does not carry a 63A Three Ø  
extension, and it would be the responsibility of the incoming company to provide. The recommended length would be 
15metres). 
1 x 13A Double Socket Upstage Left  
1 x 13A Double Socket Upstage Right  
1 x 13A Double Socket Downstage Centre  
2 x 13A Double Socket Downstage Left (Prompt Corner) (3 used for house sound)  

 

78 Channels of Dimming ( 3 x Strand STM-20, 3 x Strand Act6+)  

 

There is a small selection of power cables and extensions available including 63A single Ø ceeform to 32A single Ø  
ceeform or 13A distribution.  
 

Stage:  
The stage managers corner is a table located stage left with control of the house tabs and the three motorised lines; 
there is 13A power, a light and communication to Lighting, Sound and the Fly Gallery.  

 

The stage is generally set as a black box unless otherwise requested, there are 2 sets of black tabs against the back wall, 
one on a fixed tab track and one on motorised line 3, this covers the width of the back wall. An additional set of black 
tabs are located on motorised line 2. Side masking is provided by 4 periactoids which each have a black serge leg on 
one face.  
    

There is a small selection of wire and shackles for flying, with some bar extensions, however these can impede on full 
height flying due to the Juliette balconies located either side of stage. We regret we cannot supply conduit for cloths.  

 

The fly gallery is located stage right and access is via a walkway in the auditorium roof space, because of its location it is 
unsuitable to have multi-role fly crew, a dedicated fly crew and stage team is necessary.  
 

 
 

Stage Hardware & Drapes 

Stage Weights 14 

French Braces 14 

Black Bolton Twill Border 3 

Black Wool Serge Legs 4 Pairs 

Black Bolton Twill Tabs 2 Pairs 

Black Serge Tabs 1 Pair 

White Cyclorama 1 

  

Communications 
Technical Projects PS711 1 

Technical Projects Beltpack and Headset 6 

Technical Projects Alert Strobe 1 

General Technical Information  
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Special Effects:  
Special effects such as pyrotechnics, haze machines and dry ice are permitted however these must be brought to the 
¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ у ǿŜŜƪǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

 
Sound:  
Sound is operated from house right (SL) within the auditorium; there is a coms pack and light located at the sound desk. 
The house amps are located on stage left. There are 40 tie lines from the orchestra pit, 16 from front stage edge and 8 
from downstage stage right. The Multicore runs from stage left to the control room, which is patchable to the  
auditorium mix position.  

 

 

 
Additional sound equipment can be hired from local companies who we are more than happy to recommend, please 
contact us for more information. 

 

 
 

Portable System 
OHM TRS 212 Mid High 2 
OHM TRS 218 Sub Bass 2 
OHM Cred Controller 1 
OHM Amplifiers 2 
EV SX300 2 
QSC RMX1450 1 
Soundcraft Spirit Live (24:2) 1 
  

Theatre System 
Martin Audio CX2 8 
Martin Audio EX-2 System Controller 
Martin Audio V-500 Amplifier 

3 
2 

HK Audio PR:O 12M 2 
Soundcraft Spirit Live (16+2:4:2) 1 
Tascam CD-01U (CD Player) 1 
Tascam MD-301 (Mini Disk Player) 1 
Klark Teknik DN360 Graphic Equaliser 1 
BSS FC2-960 Graphic Equaliser 1 
Yamaha SPX90 Effects Processor 1 
Yamaha REV500 Reverb Unit 1 
  

Microphones, DI Boxes, Stands etc 

Shure SM58 4 
Shure SM57 2 
Sennheiser ME80 4 
AKG D112 1 
AKG C1000s 2 
Sennheiser e604 3 
Audio Tecnica AT815B 2 
BSS Active DI 2 
Pump action straight stand 4 
Boom Stand 6 
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Lighting:  
Lighting and follow spots are operated from the control room at the rear of the auditorium; there are communication 
packs located at the lighting desk and by both followspots. The lighting desk is an ETC Express 48/96 running our  
generic lighting rig through 2 x Zero88 Demux. We can supply a DMX line for either a central control position or for  
intelligent lighting.  
 
 

Our standard lighting rig includes a 4 colour wash in Amber, Red, Blue, Magenta. We have a small selection of gel  
available; however the hire of additional gel or lighting can be arranged through local companies.  
 
 

The lighting system is patchable, with 20 being available for the front of house lighting rig (main, advance and booms). 
There are 7 channels hardwired to the dips (3 x Single Channels USL, 4 Channels paired across the stage). The remaining 
channels are patchable on the Lighting balcony. 
 

 

 

Profiles 
Strand Patt 23 3 

Strand T-Spot 25 

Strand Harmony 12 2 

Strand Quartet 25 1 

ETC Source 4 15/30 16 
  

Fresnels 
ETC Source4 Parnel 8 

CCT Minuette 4 

Strand Patt 743 26 
  

Floods 
Strand Patt 60 16 

Strand Patt 137 1 
  

Others 
ETC Source 4 Par 8 

Par 64 8 

Strand Patt 814 (PC) 6 

UV Fluorescent 9 

Strand Mirror Ball 1 
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